《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – Micah》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-16
Micah 1:1. Micah the Morasthite, alluding to a village in the tribe of Judah, near the city of Eleuthera, which distinguishes him from the prophet Micaiah, who foretold the defeat of Ahab. 1 Kings 22:8.

In the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Micah was therefore contemporary with Isaiah, having begun to prophesy after the death of Uzziah, and continued his ministry during part of the reign of Hezekiah. Jeremiah 26:18.

Micah 1:2. Hear, all ye people; hearken, oh earth. He opened his ministry like Isaiah 1:2, calling the whole nation to hear, and the gentiles to witness the divine procedure with the Hebrew nation.

Micah 1:4. The mountains shall be molten [melted] under him. These bolder figures of rhetoric are often used by the prophets to designate great national events. “The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord.” Psalms 97:5.

Micah 1:6. I will make Samaria as a heap. Salmanezer destroyed it for rebellion, a little after Micah’s death, and a hundred and twenty years before the fall of Jerusalem. 2 Kings 17:6.

Micah 1:7. All the idols thereof will I lay desolate. The Chaldaic reads, “her temple of idols.” The inner parts of all the heathen temples in India are to this day full of idols. In the times of idolatry, Ezekiel complains of a chamber of images in the temple of Jerusalem.

Micah 1:8. Make a wailing like the dragons. The critics refer us here to the dreadful noise of elephants when they fight, and the wailings of the wounded. The word mostly means the larger serpents. Deuteronomy 32:33.

Micah 1:11. Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir. This name being equivalent to pleasant, is thought to be a delicate allusion to the king of Israel, and a denunciation against his palace and his court. In the topography of Palestine we find no name of Saphir.

Having thy shame naked. This is a declaration that the Assyrian soldiers would strip the richer captives as nearly naked as possible, and in that plight, drive them away to the market. The slave dealers should ever keep these reverses in mind.

Micah 1:16. He shall—enlarge thy baldness as the eagle. Natural history records, that the eagle lives to a hundred years of age; and that not only his head, but nearly his whole body loses its plumage. In like manner should the Assyrian invaders strip the Israelites of their robes, and the palaces of their riches, and all their glory.

REFLECTIONS.
Our prophet was taught to regard the visitations of war on the Hebrew nation as emanations of divine counsel. Behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to tread down the mountains. Of course, men in their sins should ever reckon on the day of punishment. Why then glory in mansions and palaces, and splendour of equipage? Are they not so many temptations to the invading foe to come and carry them away?

The first strokes therefore of the prophet’s ministry, like the first onsets of battle, were impetuous. Like a faithful watch on the high tower, he blew the trumpet of alarm. As a harbinger he led on the Assyrian army, in all their wide-spreading detachment, from Aphrah in Benjamin to Saphir on the hills. He excites weeping in Bethezel, like the moanings of wounded dragons. Bethezel could not assist Saphir, if he would; neither could Jerusalem lend assistance, she herself being sickly, and afraid of the powerful invader.

The whole of these warnings then were evidently intended to excite alarm, to bring the nation back to the covenant of God, and to effectual reformation of manners. And if ancient events are left on record for our example, then those alarms still speak to the nations of Europe. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-13
Micah 2:1-2. Woe to them that devise iniquity— they covet fields, and take them by violence. The jubilee was the happiest law that ever favoured a nation; but the rabbins confess that before the captivity, that law in its operations had almost ceased, the men of great landed interest having monopolized the family estates of the poorer Hebrews. But short was their enjoyment of fields and vineyards. The measuring line of desecration which passed over Samaria, presently passed over Jerusalem.

Micah 2:5. Thou shalt have none to cast a cord by lot. No heir to thy lands, in the congregation of the Lord. Where then is the use of adding house to house, and field to field. The reference is to the Hebrew law. When a father died, having four sons, they divided his land into five lots. One comprised the homestead and adjacent land, usually claimed by the eldest son; the other four parts were given by lot, or by mutual consent. Thus the eldest son had, according to the Mosaic law, a double portion, that he might be the pillar of his house.

Micah 2:10. Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest. Micah died but a little before the Assyrians invaded the kingdom of Israel; the warning is to good men, not to think of family establishments, but of emigration to places of safety. A powerful text for preachers to improve. If men rest in riches, in pleasures, or any created good, death invading like the Assyrians will strip by a powerful stroke.

Micah 2:12. As the sheep of Bozrah, a principal city of Moab. Mesha, king of Moab, was a great sheep owner. 2 Kings 3:4. But the LXX, followed by the Chaldaic, read “straits and tribulation,” as in the next verse.

Micah 2:13. The breaker, the king of Assyria, is come up—and the Lord on the head of them; for the Lord sent the Assyrians against the hypocritical nation. Isaiah 10:5-6.

REFLECTIONS.
A man’s morning thoughts should be an offering to the Lord. But if he begin the day by devising plans to get hold of his neighbour’s land, and to force him to sign away with an aching heart and a trembling hand, the heritage of his children; if he devise plans of pleasure and dissipation, instead of giving himself to devotion, the Lord will also devise evil against him. It is cruel to strip the widow and the orphans, instead of helping them in their distress. Let the merchant, the manufacturer, the farmer, rise in life by active industry, and shed smiling content on the cottage; then he shall have applause as the father of the people, and enjoy the blessing of God.

But the wicked persecute God’s true messengers, who speak the truth, enlighten the conscience, and maintain the rights of the widow and the fatherless against the gripe of oppression. If a man will prophesy of wine to drown the cries of injustice, he shall be the prophet of this people. Let the priests, who keep their superiors in countenance amid oppression, seduction and irreligion, hear the prophet’s voice.

The Lord assembles an army against the oppressors, and against their lying prophets. Perhaps our sins may merit a similar chastisement; perhaps our splendour and our riches may invite some invader, countless in number, and greedy of the spoil. May heaven avert the omen! 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-12
Micah 3:10. They build up Zion with blood. The Chaldaic reads, they build up the houses of Zion with blood. They oppress the poor to a premature death, in order to build their town and country houses, their villas and mansions.

Micah 3:12. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field. This is a memorable prediction, one that Jeremiah alleged in self-defence: chap. 26:18. Josephus, a spectator of the burning of the temple, says, it was burned on the tenth day of the fifth month. The Romans entered it on the seventh day, and on the eighth put fire to the cloisters, or porches. On the ninth day, Titus called a council of war, and by three voices carried his motion, that the temple should be spared. Alas, on that day, a fresh commotion happening among the jews, a soldier in the evening carried the fire into the temple, which continued burning all the night, and all the tenth day till sunset. This happened on the same day that the Chaldeans had burned and desolated the city. The Jews therefore regard that as an unlucky day, for the wicked Turnus Rufus on that very day caused the plowshare to pass over the scite of the temple, and places adjacent, and literally fulfilled this prediction of Micah.—Dr. Lightfoot. Vide Talmud in Taanith per 4. Halac. 6. Maimonides in Taanith per 5.

Joh. Heinrich Mayr, the German traveller, says, that David’s palace, now converted into a fortress, stands outside of the present Jerusalem, and is very elevated. Our Dr. Richardson adds, that in one part of Zion “he saw barley growing.” By consequence, the sentence of the plowshare is not yet removed.

REFLECTIONS.
Wicked as the jewish rulers were in griping away the lands of the poor, the prophet addresses them with respectful entreaties to do justice, to be fathers to the poor, and avengers of crimes.

The false prophets, ever speaking the language of the carnal heart, always sung the beguiling song of fine harvests, plenty of wine, the defeat of enemies, and prosperous seasons. They did their utmost, in envy and malice, to expose the Lord’s prophets to persecution and contempt. The rulers, by these lying prophets, were encouraged to go on with bribery on the bench, and corruptions at the altar. Micah therefore pronounced their sentence, that in the third and fourth generation, Zion should for their sake be plowed as a field. But he left not the saints in despair, for in the next chapter he foretels the erection of the spiritual temple in gospel times. Now, if Eli’s sons lost the ark; if the jewish priests twice lost their temple; if the French clergy in 1789 lost their churches, what have not we to fear from similar offences? 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-13
Micah 4:1. In the last days it shall come to pass. In the new times, as in Isaiah 4., which Micah had read, and now repeats by the Spirit. In the gospel age the new-testament church, built above the hills of human power, shall rise in glory over all the earth.

Micah 4:2. Many nations shall come. Those who have been worshippers of idols, and constantly engaged in war, shall, after their conversion, to the great shame of carnal christian nations, leave their wilder habits of hunting and war, for agriculture, and the comforts of a religious life.

Micah 4:7. I will make her that halted a remnant, which shall multiply to a great and flourishing kingdom, and the Lord will come to Zion with the shekinah or visible glory, and reign there to the end of time, as seen by Ezekiel in vision: Ezekiel 43:2.

Micah 4:8. And thou, oh tower of the flock, mount Zion, shalt be the seat of his holy empire. But chiefly, the new-testament Zion is here intended.

Micah 4:13. Arise and thresh, oh daughter of Zion. Gog and Magog, who shall be gathered together against the Israel of God, as described by Ezekiel, in chap. 39., and by Zechariah 14:12, shall become as a threshing floor. The destruction of the Assyrians by the angel, 2 Kings 19:35, is a reference wide of the mark, and unconnected with the blessings here promised. Notwithstanding the glory of the city of Jehovah-shammah, and of its temple, we should be cautious of understanding these predictions too much in a secular sense. They are mixed with things near and things remote, as in the next chapter. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-15
Micah 5:1. Oh daughter of troops. Of thieves, that is, the Chaldeans, who having robbed all the nations of Asia, came to Jerusalem, and robbed the whole land, smote Zedekiah with the severe rod of correction, and put out his eyes. The hope of the church then lay in the healer, as in the next verse. Under these, the severest strokes of trouble, the prophet drives the flock into the fold of Christ.

They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod on the cheek. Hoshea, on the taking of Samaria, was probably insulted somewhat as Zedekiah was on the taking of Jerusalem. 2 Kings 17:6; 2 Kings 25:7. Julius Cæsar used to say to his soldiers, “aim at their faces, lads.” Such are the horrors of war.

Micah 5:2. Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, the old name of that city. Out of thee shall come forth to me him that shall be Ruler in Israel. Born indeed of Mary in Bethlehem, but in divine geniture, his goings forth were of old from everlasting. The Hebrew word עולם ôllam, is the same here as in the ninetieth Psalm: from everlasting to everlasting thou art God. The Father “possessed him in his bosom before his works of old.” Proverbs 8:22. And in Psalms 110. the Chaldaic paraphrase calls Christ the Eternal Word, as in John 1:1; and adds, “from the womb of the morning, thou hast the dew of thy youth,” which is the idiom of the Hebrews to designate eternity.

I have now before me the version of archbishop Newcome, 4to. 1788, and 8vo. 1809. He reads, “Art thou too little among the leaders of Judah? Out of thee shall come forth unto me one who is to be a ruler in Israel. And his goings forth have been from of old, from the days of hidden ages.”

What is the primate’s note? “His goings forth, his appearance, his displays of power: יצא yatza,—used for a people coming originally from such a place, Deuteronomy 2:23; for a person’s setting out from such a place to found an empire. Genesis 10:11.—May it not then signify the person’s original descent from Bethlehem, being ancient; that is, from David’s time?” What a turn—and what a question!

The exceptions we take to this reading, and to the note, are many.

1. “A ruler.”—This reading approximates to the unitarian version of the new testament, where the phrase, a god, is of frequent occurrence.—His Grace here is cautious enough to avoid asserting that Christ did not exist before his birth in Bethlehem. Samuel Clarke escaped, and saved himself from the loss of his rectory of St. James’s, London, when before the convocation, by the assertion, that he had nowhere called Christ a creature! How those hypocrites will get off when before the great white throne, is a subject of future enquiry. If sincere in their socinian dogmas, why not be sincere, like Mr. Lindsey, in renouncing their splendid preferments?

2. The comparison between the going forth of the Son of God, to that of the going forth of Assur to build Nineveh, Genesis 10:11, is equally derogatory of his glory. The enquirer after truth will find himself in the safest hands by a collation of one text with many others, where the word occurs. Yatza is used by Moses, in Deuteronomy 8:3. By every word that proceedeth [goeth forth] out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live. “Wisdom shall praise herself—I came out of the mouth of the Most High.” Sirach 24:1-4. It occurs likewise in Hosea 6:3; a passage which the holy fathers and doctors with one consent apply to Christ. “His going forth is prepared as the morning, and he shall come to us as the rain.” That morning designates his eternity, or preëxistence, declared by his going forth in the creation, as stated in Psalms 110:3. Proverbs 8:22; Proverbs 8:30.

3. Exception is taken to the reading,—”hidden ages,” as vague, obscure, and irrelevant; and it is more obscure by being mixed up in the notes with the word קדם kedem, formerly, anciently, everlasting, which indeed, like ôllam, when applied to God, denotes eternity of existence. Thus in Habakkuk 1:12, “Art thou not (mi-kedem) from everlasting, oh Lord my God, my Holy One?” Ollam also, whenever applied to the Deity, or his perfections, unequivocally expresses an existence uncreated, and ever- subsisting. Ex. “From everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” Psalms 90:2. In forty other places the same word is repeated: “for his mercy endureth for ever—his truth endureth for ever.”

4. The primate’s version and notes are so cold and philosophical, that they bring no more joy to the suffering church when Samaria was burned, than that of the birth of any other son of obscure and “hidden” origin. The promise of this Son to fallen Adam, was life from the dead; to Abraham, it was the hope of his pilgrimage; to king Ahaz, the promise of the virgin’s Son was a pledge of salvation; to Zerubbabel, the Desire of all nations was a double promise, of long life to finish his work, and that his rising temple should eclipse the glory of Solomon’s. But here, alas, while we are struggling against the blasphemy of atheism, unitarianism has no consolation for us but the darkness of “hidden ages.” Nay, worse and worse, a student can scarcely buy a book of science, or travel; or a Calmet, to understand the scriptures, but all is belarded with sweet suet, that unsuspecting youths may have their minds empoisoned, as the vermin that eat the bane.—Why did the Newcomes, the Blaneys, the Heys, the M—ts, and a hundred more, subscribe to the thirty nine articles?—Dean Kippling honestly tells us, that “he and others, for peace sake, have subscribed to the articles in their newly-acquired sense!!”—See his Essay, the church of England not Calvinistic.

Micah 5:5. And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrians shall come. Why do the enemies of Christ raise difficulties here, because the word man is not in the text? The emphatic pronouns, this, iste, zeh, have the same force. They have no other antecedent but the Ruler, or the Shepherd of Israel, who feeds his flock in the strength of Jehovah, in the magnitude, or δοξη, the glory of the name of the Lord.

Micah 5:6. They shall waste the land of Assyria, by the fall of Babylon, and the conquest of their empire.

Micah 5:7. The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord. Rain designates knowledge and grace. “My speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass. Deuteronomy 32:2. Psalms 72:6. The jews, after the captivity, disseminated the knowledge and worship of the true God among the nations where they travelled. And as they now wander on the face of the whole earth, and speak all languages, perhaps the providence of God reserves them in his treasuries as a world of missionaries, when their conversion shall be as life from the dead.

Micah 5:8. The remnant of Jacob shall be—as a lion. When the wicked Haman sought to slay all the jews, they fought for their lives, and slew Haman on the gallows, and his ten sons, and seventy five thousand of the men who sought their lives. Esther 9.

Micah 5:12. I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy hand. Idols and witches are scarcely named after the jews returned from Babylon. Yet witchcraft existed in St. Paul’s time among the gentiles. Galatians 5:20. See on Exodus 22:18. 

REFLECTIONS.
Let Samaria perish, let her venal judges be smitten with a rod, let the fire of her altars be extinguished, let her Zamzummim and all her false prophets be clothed with shame. Let Jerusalem, that took no warning by her fall, drink of the same cup. All the longsuffering and benignity of heaven have failed. All the paternal strokes of drought, of locust, of pestilence, and fire from heaven, have never produced more than a transient devotion, which like the morning cloud deceives the husbandman of rain. They have killed the prophets. Let the rod, the last resource, strike the judge on the cheek-bone.

When the Lord pulls down, he also builds up. The Messiah shall stand with his crosier, and feed his flock like a shepherd; yea, as the good shepherd, the owner of the sheep. Isaiah 40:11. Ezekiel 34:23-24. His pastures are wide as the world, and his flocks spread to the ends of the earth. They shall feed in safety, and repose in green pastures; for the wolf shall lie down with the lamb.

Yea, “the earth shall help the woman.” Revelation 12:16. I will raise up Cyrus. “He is my shepherd.” Isaiah 44:28. He shall let the captives go, he shall rebuild the waste places, and heal the wounds of Zion. My cares, my first cares shall be over my church and people through all succeeding ages. After Cyrus, seven Persian shepherds shall rise, as kings of Syria, who shall solicit the aid and goodwill of my people. And if they in anywise afflict them, they shall be as lions for self-defence.

But how shall we cease to speak of the hidden treasures of righteousness. Those blessings shall be mere showers, in comparison of what I will do for my people in the latter day. I will cut off the horses and the chariots of war. I will silence the oracles and the sorceries, and destroy the idols of the gentiles, and eradicate all their groves. The people from the ends of the earth shall look to me, in all the grandeur of my kingdom, for salvation and strength. The Gog and Magog, the infidel and rebellious gentiles of every land, who despise my longsuffering, shall perish under the storms of my anger, and the fury of my high displeasure. Rejoice, rejoice greatly, oh Zion; thy King rides on prosperously, from conquering to conquer. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-16
Micah 6:5. Oh my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted. He went to Balaam the false prophet for advice; and both he and his people, and the prophet perished together. Had he hearkened to Moses, the prince of prophets, and given a free passage to his relatives, all had been peace and glory. Moab would have known the great righteousness of Jehovah. Micah makes a good use of this fine argument, to dissuade the Israelites from going, like Balak, to idols.

Micah 6:6. Wherewith shall I come before the Lord. Here is a striking case; the prophet found some in Ephraim bemoaning themselves like a bullock when first yoked. How can I come before the Lord, and worship in his courts. I who have danced at the feasts of Ashtaroth, the wanton Venuses; who have given my child to Moloch; insulted and stoned the prophets! Alas, alas, I have gone too far ever to think of returning to the Lord. What are hecatombs of burnt-offerings; what are rivers of oil, numerous as the streams of Israel And what if I should, like the ancient druids in all lands, or recently like the king of Moab, 2 Kings 3:27, offer my firstborn son for the sin of my soul; all these could never wash out the deep stains of sin, nor appease my guilty conscience. “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:22. Thus the prophet in his answer gives a lucid comment on the words of Moses. Deuteronomy 10:12. He hath showed thee, oh man, what is good; to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God. Then the live coal from the atoning altar shall take away thy sin; then the evangelical fountain, which can wash David’s house from blood, and Jerusalem from her filthiness, can wash and cleanse thy heart. The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, can effectually cleanse the soul from all unrighteousness.

Micah 6:16. The statutes of Omri. These respected idolatry, and were issued to restore the worship of the golden calves. 1 Kings 16:25. Omri was father of Ahab, and laid the foundation of all the wickedness which followed in his house and kingdom.

REFLECTIONS.
We here find in God every attribute of paternal tenderness towards a foolish, a guilty, and a hardened nation. He stoops as Judge of all the earth to the bar of the hills and mountains, and invites the rebellious nations to come to this bar and impeach him! Yea, to testify against him for breach of covenant, and to assign reasons why they would not serve him. Oh sinner, oh ungrateful professor, put thyself in the condition of these Israelites, and hear thy Maker give thee the same challenge. Say now, why thou wilt not serve him.

He recites his kindness by Moses, in delivering them from Egypt; and his protection from the curses of Balaam; and the completion of his faithfulness in bringing them from Shittim, the last encampment in the desert, to Gilgal, the first repose in the promised land. Sinner, if God has never been wanting to thee in kindness and care, he has a sovereign right to require obedience, and by ten thousand arguments to demand thy heart.

When a man has gone greatly astray, and more especially when the crisis of mercy or of judgment is just at hand, he should most seriously enter into his state, and enquire the way of reconciliation. He should say, wherewith shall I come before the Lord. In thought, in word or deed, I am guilty of every crime; and a thousand aggravating circumstances have deepened the dye of all my sins. I am surely the greatest of sinners, nor can I number myself with the least of saints. Mercy, in regard of me, is about to withdraw her tender arm, and hell is enlarging her mouth to receive her prey. I tremble, I shudder for the misery of my guilty soul; nor know I what to do to appease an offended God, whose thunderbolts are impatient to hurl me down to the dark abyss. Oh what— what shall I do to be saved! Of gold and silver, house and land, I make no account. I will give the fullest scale of burnt-offerings. I will give ten thousand libations of oil; my firstborn for the sin of my soul.—Thus sinners, under anguish and terror of conscience, abound with vows and resolutions; but vows in anguish, and habits of holiness, are different objects in the eyes of the Lord. A contrite heart, fixed in its abhorrence of sin, and love of holiness, is more with God than thousands of exterior services.

Grace delights to calm and appease the troubled conscience, and to make the way of salvation plain and easy to the penitent. He hath showed thee, oh man, what is good. The Lord requires of thee, oh Israel, no extra sacrifices; those enjoined in the law being quite sufficient as references to the atonement of Christ. He requires thee, oh prince, to do justly on the bench, to love mercy in sharing thy superfluities with the poor, and to walk humbly with thy God. These are still the unchangeable and easy laws of reconciliation. The Lord will make no bargain with guilt, no compromise with sin. He requires the penitent to rely solely on the atonement, to be converted by beholding the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. Then, after this conversion, for a carnal man can never become a moralist, he requires men to show the image of God by imitating his ways, by doing to others what is right, by giving to the poor, supporting the gospel, and walking in all humility of heart before the Lord. This humble walk implies an abiding consciousness that our sins have merited death; that all our enjoyments are purely the gifts of grace; that our crosses and afflictions are far less than we deserve, Ezekiel 16:63; and that we conscientiously obey the precepts from an unfeigned love to God. Enoch having walked with God, had the testimony of pleasing him.

The prophet having said this, resumes his sermon, and farther enforces repentance from the visitations of the rod on those that walked contrary to the Lord. They had scarcity of bread, their councils were distinguished by weakness and indecision, and they were about to be made a hissing and a desolation among the gentiles. These are the fruits of forsaking the Lord. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-20
Micah 7:1. I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits. “I am become as the gatherers of late figs, as the gleaners of the vintage.” NEWCOME.

Micah 7:8. Rejoice not against me, oh mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise. The prophet here anticipates the language of the church in captivity. Zion would have a fall, and for a time would sit in darkness. Babylon would cast her down, and shut her up as it were in prison, bound in affliction and iron. Psalms 107:10-12. In this situation her inveterate enemies would rejoice over her. Edom and Babylon would triumph in the hope of her final ruin. But though Zion should fall, it would not be to rise no more, like other communities which have perished from the earth; and though she should sit in darkness, the Lord would be a light unto her. She could look her enemies in the face, and foretel the shame and confusion that should cover them, when they should be trodden down as the mire of the streets: Micah 7:10. Nations and kingdoms are doomed to fall, and rise no more, but the kingdom of Christ shall endure for ever. Egypt and Edom, the oppressors of the church, where are they? They said of Zion, rase it, rase it, even to the foundation; but they themselves have been rased from the earth, and Israel lived to see them buried. Where now is Babylon, that mighty city? Zion witnessed her downfall: her kingdom was numbered and finished, but the church lives and lives for ever.

Micah 7:12. He shall come to thee from Assyria. As this text refers to the gathering of converts from the surrounding nations, the pronoun must be in the plural, “they shall come.” So most of the versions read.—The fortress refers apparently to Egypt. 2 Kings 19:24. The river is thought to be the Euphrates. So the Synopsis.

Micah 7:14. Feed thy people with thy rod. These words are an apostrophe to Christ, the great and good shepherd: Micah 5:2-5. No shepherd, no god is like our God, forbearing, indulgent, and kind.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet here identifies himself with the church; he grieves in her grief, and weeps in her tears. The first characteristic of piety is, in God’s esteem, to sigh for the wickedness of the people amongst whom we dwell; and to pray for a revival of religion in low and degenerate times. Woe is me, for my assemblies are attended but with the poorest of the people, who subsist on the gleanings of the vintage, and by the humblest occupations in life. I no longer see the heads of houses come forward as the friends of God, and the patrons of piety: they all walk in the high route of dissipation and crime. Hence the poor man who finds a difficulty in procuring food and raiment, should not repine at his lot: were he indulged with the luxuries of life, he might, like the rich, forget the Lord. Meanwhile, let us, like Zion, long for the first ripe fruits. Let us pray that the lovely youth of the age may not become the victims of vice, but be early converted to the Lord, and consecrate all their future days to his glory.

We have here the extreme wickedness of the Hebrew public. It was a total depravity, extending from the prince to the judges, and from the judges or nobles to the people. Good men had ceased from the higher walks of life; and the wicked were divided into factions, more eager of the blood of their rivals than the wild beasts are of their prey. A man could trust neither friend, nor host, nor wife. This happened in the reign of that wicked Ahaz, who polluted the Lord’s house, who burnt his child to Moloch, and so enrooted vice in the kingdom, that the reformations under Hezekiah, and under Josiah, were not able to eradicate it.

Next we have the duties of watchmen in evil times. They must connect great wickedness with great chastisements; they must cry, now thy visitation cometh! Nor did the vengeance slumber; for Resin king of Syria invaded and plundered Judah; and after that calamity, Pekah, the son of Remaliah, slew in one day a hundred and twenty thousand of the army of Ahaz. 2 Chronicles 28. And surely no feeling man can view this portrait without casting a pitying eye on the morals of our country, and on the state of our capital. May God Almighty inspire his watchmen to make united efforts for the conversion of the people.

We have also the church’s comfort under the desponding gloom of present evils. I will look to the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation. In man I have no hope; therefore I will hope in the Lord alone. Hence, leaning on the anchor of the promises, she says to the invading foe, “Rejoice not against me, oh mine enemy. When I fall, I shall rise again; when I sit in the darkness of captivity, the Lord shall be a light unto me.” And the promises which are made to the church, are made also to individual members of the church. Therefore every believer who falls under trouble may say, rejoice not against me; nor mock me, saying, where is thy God? Psalms 42:3. Matthew 27:43. When I fall, I shall rise again; when I sit in the darkness of affliction, as Job on the dunghill, the Lord shall change my darkness into day, and lift upon me the light of his countenance.

The church not only comforted herself with the hope of a return from captivity, but likewise with the prospect of evangelical glory. She saw, as in Micah 7:12, converts flowing to her from Assyria, from the fenced cities, from Egypt, from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain. Isaiah in the same manner saw kings coming to her light, and gentiles to her brightness: chap. 40. She saw the Messiah feed his flock in Carmel, Bashan, and Gilead, as in the days of old. She saw signs and wonders wrought by the Lord, and the nations confounded in silence at his works.

The church lastly consoled herself in the incomparable characters of the divine mercy in the remission of sins. Who is a God like unto thee, that passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? When good men view the mercy of God in pardoning a long line of sins, complicated sins, repeated and provoking sins, they are vanquished by the weight of grace. What, says the soul, all iniquity forgiven! Blotted out as a cloud, to be remembered no more, and cast as a burden into the depths of the sea. And all these oft repeated pardons, all this frequent dropping of the clouds of anger, only introductory to the richer blessings of the covenant. Oh it is not because of any merit in me, but because thou delightest in mercy; because thou delightest to fill the earth with thy glory, and to people heaven with the trophies of redeeming love. 

